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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 5/14/2001 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) dl Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) ED Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050301 



Application/Control Number: 09/801,495 
Art Unit: 3624 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 

to non-statutory subject matter. The inventions as described in the bodies of the claims 

lack ties to the technological arts. Positive recitation of technology, e.g., a computer, in 

a nontrivial way would overcome this rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In the claims, automatically supporting a set of trading processes is vague and 
indefinite. What exactly is meant by automatic? Also, what is meant by supporting? 
In the claim, "in accordance with a relationship between the trading process and the 
market" is vague. What is the relationship? In claim 5, what is an informal market? In 
claims 7-9, market processes external to the trading processes is vague and indefinite. 
Also, in the claims, a "relationship" is vague and indefinite. Also, the terms discovery 
strategy and action strategy are vague and indefinite. Also, the terms a market board 
and querying selected markets are vague and indefinite. Also, the terms active side 
trade and passive side trade are vague and indefinite. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated by Minton, US 
Patent 6,014,643. 

The reference teaches a method of facilitating trading, comprising: automatically 
supporting a set of trading processes, each trading process operating according to a 
respective trading methodology selected by a user of the trading process, each of the 
trading methodologies incorporating standards for using a trading platform, and 
automatically routing orders from the set of trading processes to a plurality of markets in 
accordance with the respective trading methodologies, (col. 2, lines 38-57) Moreover, 
the reference reads on the claims language of claims 2-10, 12-16 and 21. (col. 2, lines 
38-57, cols. 10-12) 

5. This Office action has an attached requirement for information under 37 CFR 
1 .105. A complete reply to this Office action must include a complete reply to the 
attached requirement for information. The time period for reply to the attached 
requirement coincides with the time period for reply to this Office action. 
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6. Applicant and the assignee of this application are required under 37 CFR 1 .105 
to provide the following information that the examiner has determined is reasonably 
necessary to the examination of this application. 

The information is required to identify products and services embodying the disclosed 
subject matter of claims of a method of facilitating trading, comprising: automatically 
supporting a set of trading processes, each trading process operating according to a 
respective trading methodology selected by a user of the trading process, each of the 
trading methodologies incorporating standards for using a trading platform, and 
automatically routing orders from the set of trading processes to a plurality of markets in 
accordance with the respective trading methodologies and identify the properties of 
similar products and services found in the prior art. 

7. In response to this requirement, please provide the title, citation and copy of each 
publication that any of the applicants relied upon to draft the claimed subject matter. 
For each publication, please provide a concise explanation of the reliance placed on 
that publication in distinguishing the claimed subject matter from the prior art. 

In response to this requirement, please provide the title, citation and copy of each 
publication that any of the applicants relied upon to develop the disclosed subject matter 
that describes the applicant's invention, particularly as to developing a method of 
facilitating trading, comprising: automatically supporting a set of trading processes, each 
trading process operating according to a respective trading methodology selected by a 



Application/Control Number: 09/801 ,495 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3624 

user of the trading process, each of the trading methodologies incorporating standards 
for using a trading platform, and automatically routing orders from the set of trading 
processes to a plurality of markets in accordance with the respective trading 
methodologies. For each publication, please provide a concise explanation of the 
reliance placed on that publication in the development of the disclosed subject matter. 
In response to this requirement, please provide the names of any products or services 
that have incorporated the disclosed prior art of a method of facilitating trading, 
comprising: automatically supporting a set of trading processes, each trading process 
operating according to a respective trading methodology selected by a user of the 
trading process, each of the trading methodologies incorporating standards for using a 
trading platform, and automatically routing orders from the set of trading processes to a 
plurality of markets in accordance with the respective trading methodologies. 

8. The fee and certification requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97 are waived for those 
documents submitted in reply to this requirement. This waiver extends only to those 
documents within the scope of this requirement under 37 CFR 1.105 that are included in 
the applicant's first complete communication responding to this requirement. Any 
supplemental replies subsequent to the first communication responding to this 
requirement and any information disclosures beyond the scope of this requirement 
under 37 CFR 1 .105 are subject to the fee and certification requirements of 37 CFR 
1.97. 

9. The applicant is reminded that the reply to this requirement must be made with 
candor and good faith under 37 CFR 1 .56. Where the applicant does not have or 
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cannot readily obtain an item of required information, a statement that the item is 
unknown or cannot be readily obtained may be accepted as a complete reply to the 
requirement for that item. 

1 0. This requirement is an attachment of the enclosed Office action. A complete 
reply to the enclosed Office action must include a complete reply to this requirement. 
The time period for reply to this requirement coincides with the time period for reply to 
the enclosed Office action. 

Respectfully, 




Rich Weisberger 



Primary Examiner 



Vince Millin 
SPE AU 3624 



